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Abstract. Improving creativity in writing descriptive essays among students is
one of the challenges in learning Indonesian, especially when the teaching ma-
terials are not directly connected to the students' cultural background. There-
fore, this study aims to develop and analyze the validity of contextual textbooks
based on local wisdom in order to improve students' writing creativity. This
study uses the Research and Development (R&D) method with the Plomp de-
velopment model which includes the Preliminary research stage, Prototyping
stage, Assessment phase. The validity of the textbook is analyzed through the
aspects of content feasibility, presentation feasibility, language feasibility, ap-
proach feasibility. The research instrument is a validation sheet of the textbook
product. There are 4 validators involved in the validation process. The results of
the study indicate that the textbook developed has a high level of validity in the
four dimensions, which include content feasibility of 84.47%, presentation fea-
sibility of 88.33%, language feasibility of 88.00%, and approach feasibility of
87.68%. And overall, the average percentage value was 86.25%. Based on the
validation results, it was concluded that the developed textbook product was in
good criteria. The implications of this study indicate that the development of lo-
cal wisdom-based textbooks is not only culturally relevant, but also feasible in
encouraging students' creativity in writing descriptive essays. The obtained
textbooks can be tested in the field so that the effectiveness and practicality of
the developed textbook products are found.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Improving the quality of learning continues to be a major focus in various educa-
tional policies and innovations around the world. Language learning is related to the
development of language and literature skills that involve the development of listen-
ing, speaking, reading, and writing skills [1]. Writing is an important skill that must
be developed in the education system [2]. Writing is one of the most complex human
activities because it requires the creation of design concepts and recording infor-
mation and experiences about the issues being discussed [3]. Writing skills are not
skills that are acquired naturally, but require continuous practice and mastery of cer-
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tain concepts. The writing process includes the ability to organize language, master
vocabulary, and requires logical thinking skills to have meaningful writing [4]. Writ-
ing activities require students to express ideas, observations, and imaginations in a
structured and detailed manner. Descriptive writing is a type of writing that aims to
provide a clear and detailed description of a person, place, object, or event [3]. The
descriptive writing is expected to create a sensory experience for the reader, allowing
them to visualize and feel a connection with the subject being described. In addition,
students must develop their ideas into coherent, cohesive, and well-organized sen-
tences, in arranging words into phrases, then into clauses, and complete sentences that
contain certain ideas arranged in a logical order [5]. In writing descriptive essays,
students focus on writing appropriate titles, determining appropriate topics, develop-
ing topic sentences into complete paragraphs, composing grammatical sentences,
composing supporting sentences coherently, using appropriate words or phrases and
writing mechanics [6], [7]. Thus, students' creativity in writing descriptive essays is
very much needed in the learning process, this is because students must be able to
express their ideas in an original, interesting, and meaningful way.

The reality in the field is that students' creativity in writing descriptive essays is not
as expected. Writing creativity, especially writing descriptive texts, is often a major
challenge for students, especially when the teaching materials used do not support the
development of their imagination. The researcher's findings during the initial observa-
tion at one of the junior high schools in Padangsidimpuan City found that students'
descriptive text writing skills were low. In addition, the textbooks used in the learning
process tend to be monotonous, only using textbooks provided by the government.
Then it was also found that learning activities, especially in Indonesian language les-
sons, tend to use lecture methods and are conventional. This can be seen from learn-
ing activities that tend to be dominated by teachers so that students are not too in-
volved in the learning process. Learning activities so far tend to be centered on educa-
tors and theory, and students need textbooks that involve the application of learning
components that provide opportunities for students [8]. Learning that supports stu-
dents to be active in the learning process is a contextual approach. Through a contex-
tual approach, teachers will be assisted in learning activities through the use of teach-
ing materials that aim to help students better understand the lesson [9]. This approach
emphasizes the importance of linking students' daily experiences with the material
being studied, thereby encouraging a deeper and more applicable understanding [10].
The contextual approach emphasizes the activeness of students in carrying out learn-
ing and connecting subject matter with real situations [11]. The application of a con-
textual approach in writing, especially in descriptive essays, allows students to inte-
grate personal experiences and observations of their surroundings, so that the writing
results are richer in imagination and critical understanding. Through the application of
a contextual approach, students not only improve their descriptive writing skills, but
also encourage students to be more creative in composing essays that are rich in detail
and meaning [12]. The application of a contextual approach in learning Indonesian
will provide opportunities for students to develop their writing skills more creatively
and meaningfully. Integration of local wisdom in learning has become an increasingly
recognized strategy to enrich teaching materials while strengthening students' cultural
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identity. Local wisdom includes ideas, values, views, local views that are wise, full of
wisdom, have good values, which are embedded and followed by members of society
[13], [14]. which contain elements of high cultural values [15], [16]. In this case, local
wisdom is the cultural identity of a nation that can be used to absorb and process for-
eign cultures according to the character of the culture itself. Local wisdom must be
maintained for the sake of the sustainability of tradition, good habits can emerge if
schools implement positive discipline and commitment to implementing character
education in accordance with local wisdom [17]. In addition, the incorporation of
local cultural elements into learning not only increases student engagement but also
encourages appreciation of cultural heritage that is often overlooked [18]. Local wis-
dom-based literary teaching materials in Indonesian language subjects are very bene-
ficial for students [19]. In the context of Indonesian language learning, local wisdom
offers an authentic framework for students to develop writing creativity, especially in
writing descriptive essays.

Furthermore, the challenges faced in learning to write in schools are often related
to the lack of student involvement and the limited teaching materials that are relevant
to student-centered learning. There are many textbooks published and used, but these
textbooks involve very few social situations that are close to students [20]. As the
main source of learning materials, textbooks must not only convey content that is in
accordance with the curriculum, but also be able to motivate and inspire students to
think critically and creatively [21]. Textbooks play a vital role in supporting effective
learning processes in schools. The results of the study revealed the need for continu-
ous development of appropriate and effective Indonesian language textbooks to meet
student needs and educational development [22]. This is very relevant in learning to
write descriptive essays, where students need to combine observation and imagination
in a well-organized form. This material serves as an important reference for teachers,
guiding students in organizing class activities and guiding student learning [23].

The development of textbooks is a very important thing that supports the learning
process [8], and through this, students are expected to be able to develop their abilities
in communicating, collaborating, thinking critically, and innovating [22]. In develop-
ing textbooks, there are several important components that must be met in achieving
learning objectives. With proper design and implementation, textbooks can improve
understanding, foster critical thinking, and encourage student success in academic
endeavors [24]. Validity analysis is a critical first step in ensuring that textbooks are
not only academically relevant but also able to increase student engagement and crea-
tivity in learning. The validity of textbooks is important before being used in learning
[25]. In the context of teaching descriptive writing, the validity of textbooks based on
contextual approaches and local wisdom becomes increasingly important, considering
their role in facilitating students to develop writing creativity through meaningful
experiences and observations. From the previous description, the author is interested
in conducting research on the validity of textbooks with a contextual approach based
on local wisdom to teach students' creativity in writing descriptive essays. The pur-
pose of this study is to describe the validity of contextual textbooks based on local
wisdom designed to improve students' creativity in writing descriptive essays in the
Indonesian Language subject.
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2 METHOD

This research is a development research that aims to develop a textbook with a
contextual approach based on local wisdom to teach students' creativity in writing
descriptive essays. Specifically, this paper aims to describe the validity of the text-
book product through the development research carried out. To achieve the objectives
of the research, product development was carried out with the Plomp model which
includes the stages of Preliminary research, Prototyping stage, Assessment phase [26].
The research was conducted from June to July 2024. The location of the research was
SMP Negeri 5 Padangsidimpuan. The subjects in this study were textbook products
with a contextual approach based on local wisdom that can teach students' creativity
in writing descriptive essays. The object of this study is the level of validity of the
textbook product with a contextual approach based on local wisdom that can teach
students' creativity in writing descriptive essays, especially junior high school stu-
dents in grade VII. The subject matter developed in the textbook is material that is
adjusted to the lessons of grade VII (Seven) junior high school students with the ref-
erence book being the student handbook used in junior high schools that use the inde-
pendent curriculum of the ministry of education and culture of the Republic of Indo-
nesia, namely writing descriptive essays. The subject matter developed is focused on
the Indonesian language subject which includes About Description, Structure of De-
scriptive Text, Variety of Objects of Descriptive Text, Writing Descriptive Essays.
The research instrument is a validation sheet for the textbook product. which contains
statements that will be responded to by respondents or validators involved as a valida-
tion team for the product being developed.

The validity of the textbook product is reviewed from the aspects of the appropri-
ateness of the content, the appropriateness of the presentation, the appropriateness of
the language, the appropriateness of the approach used. Each aspect used has certain
indicators and each indicator contains statements that will be given a re-
sponse/assessment by the validator. The assessment of the validity of the textbook
was carried out by four validators who were competent in contextual learning based
on local wisdom and writing descriptive essays. Validation was carried out by experts
to assess the product by filling out a validation sheet which was used to assess how
the material and language were appropriate, as well as the appropriateness of the me-
dia display presented in the product [27]. The assessment was carried out through a
validation sheet by providing a checklist ("\") on an assessment scale of 1-5. The
scoring was based on 1 = very poor, 2 = poor, 3 = sufficient, 4 = good, 5 = very good.
Validity analysis was carried out using descriptive percentage analysis by determining
the Percentage Average Score (PAR) of achievement of each component of the vali-
dated aspect. The achievement category of components in percentage is interpreted in
the criteria of very good & 90 < PAR <100, good & 80 < PAR <90, sufficient & 70
< PAR < 80, less & 60 < PAR < 70 and very less & 0 < PAR < 60 [28]. The validat-
ed components meet the valid criteria if PRS > 70 or at least in the sufficient category.
The validator's assessment of the developed textbook (Product) is also accompanied
by suggestions and comments from the validator. The suggestions and comments
from the validator are analyzed qualitatively with the aim of implementing the sug-
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gestions or comments submitted by the validator to revise the developed textbook.
Based on the suggestions and comments provided, improvements are made to the
textbook that has been prepared. The suggestions submitted by the validator will be
analyzed so that they become suggestions that support and build on the improvement
of learning devices.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Results

Research in order to develop a textbook with a contextual approach to teach stu-
dents' creative writing skills in descriptive essays is carried out involving 3 stages
including Preliminary research, Prototyping stage, Assessment phase. The preliminary
research stage is the initial step in research activities. This stage is carried out by ana-
lyzing the components needed to make a good textbook product that is suitable for
teaching students' creative writing skills in descriptive essays. This is adjusted to the
needs of the research subjects related to the products being developed. Where in this
case the research subjects are dominated by children aged 13-14 years. Students are
grade VII junior high school students who have just increased their education level
from elementary school. The curriculum used at the school is an independent curricu-
lum in accordance with that planned by the Ministry of Education and Culture of the
Republic of Indonesia. For grade VII students, Indonesian language lessons allocate 5
hours of lessons (5x40 minutes) each week. Activities at the school still tend to use
the method of delivering material with lectures, questions and answers and assign-
ments. And rarely use group learning by discussing LKPD in their learning activities.
In general, the learning activities that are usually carried out in the school tend to be
conventional. In terms of culture, students are students who have the Angkola Man-
dailing culture. Where in this case the local wisdom involved is daily life activities
that include life in society, historical places, and tourist attractions, etc.

The development stage is carried out to produce an initial draft of the developed
textbook product. This product draft is compiled by considering the information ob-
tained from the preliminary research stage. Where in this stage a draft of the textbook
product is compiled consisting of a cover, foreword, learning implementation instruc-
tions, learning achievement map, table of contents, list of figures, list of tables, con-
tents (book content), bibliography. Furthermore, the content section of the book con-
tains material including the Importance of Writing, About Description, Structure of
Descriptive Text, Variety of Objects of Descriptive Text, Writing Descriptive Essays,
Evaluation of Writing Descriptions. The preparation of textbooks is carried out by
considering the learning approach (contextual) and the local basis (based on local
wisdom). The local wisdom involved includes: Huraba Fort, Bahal Temple, Aek Si-
jornih, Tapanuli wedding party, traditional house (Bagas Godang), Nasonang honey
garden, etc. The compiled textbook consists of 6 chapters, each chapter contains ob-
jectives, theoretical studies and summaries. In addition, a validation sheet instrument
for the textbook product was also designed; teaching module; LKPD; Practicality
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instrument for the textbook. The research instrument was compiled so that it is suita-
ble to be used as a supporting tool for collecting research data.

The Assessment phase was carried out to analyze the validity, effectiveness and
practicality of the developed textbook product. In this stage, research activities are
focused on analyzing the validity of the textbook product. The validity of the textbook
is reviewed from the assessment and comments of the validator on the developed
textbook product. The validators involved consisted of 4 experts who had competence
in developing textbooks, understood the approach used, namely the contextual ap-
proach. Furthermore, they had adequate insight into the local wisdom of Angkola and
Mandailing culture. In the research activities carried out, 4 validators were involved
who had a background in linguistics and had a doctoral education. The validators
were lecturers who were active as teaching staff at universities. The previously de-
signed textbooks were validated by 4 validators with the aim of aspects of the feasi-
bility of the content, presentation, language, and the selected approach. The assess-
ment of the validators can be seen in table 1.

Table 1. Validator Assessment of Developed Products.
Validator Assessment

Rated aspect (Average Score)  Average Vilue
)
1 2 3 4
Content feasibility
feasibility of materials to learning 4.33 4.67 3.33 4.00 4.08 81.67
objectives
Material Accuracy 440 3.60 420 440 4.15 83.00
Material Update 425 475 450 425 444 88.75

Presentation feasibility
Presentation Techniques and Sup- 4.60 4.60 4.40 440 4.50 90.00

Ezztl?ning Presentation 4.00 5.00 4.00 4.00 4.25 85.00
Coherence and Sequence of Thought 4.50 5.00 4.00 4.50 4.50 90.00
Flow

Language feasibility

Logical 4.60 4.60 420 4.40 445 89.00
Dialogical and Interactive 450 450 425 425 438 87.50
Conformity with Language Rules 450 450 4.00 450 438 87.50
Approach feasibility

Contextual nature based on local 4.50 4.50 4.00 4.50 4.38 87.50
wisdom

Contextual Components 429 457 443 429 439 87.86
Average Score 443 450 4.20 433 436 -
Achievement Value 88.50 90.00 84.00 86.50 - 87,25
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Based on table 1, it can be seen that the textbook product developed based on the
validator's assessment meets the very valid criteria. Validator 1 gave a score of 88.50
(good criteria), validator 2 gave a score of 90% (very good criteria), validator 3 gave a
score of 84% (good criteria) and validator 4 gave a score of 87.68% (good criteria).
Furthermore, when reviewed from the validated aspects, the assessment achievement
feasibility of content obtained an average score of 84.47% (good criteria), feasibility
of presentation obtained an average score of 88.00% (good criteria), feasibility of
language obtained an average score of 87.68% (good criteria), feasibility of approach
used obtained an average score of 87.25% (good criteria). The achievement graph
reviewed from the assessed aspects can be seen in Figure 1.

90,00 j////////
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/<
88,00 7 ,;/ / /4

/

86,00
84,00
82,00
Content :
feasibility Prfesef‘;f’;.tt'on Language
easibili
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Fig. 1. Validator Assessment Achievements are reviewed from each validated aspect.

Furthermore, this achievement can be observed from the acquisition of the total
average value of all aspects observed, obtaining a total average percentage value of
87.25% which is in the good criteria. This achievement shows a valid average value.
Likewise with the review of each validator who is in the good criteria assessment.
Thus, in general, the validation achievement of the textbook product based on the
assessment of experts is valid. Furthermore, there is also a validator response to pro-
vide a conclusion on the textbook product unit, namely that the textbook product de-
veloped is in the good criteria assessment and can be used with minor revisions. Fur-
thermore, there are validator suggestions related to the validated product, including
the use of foreign terms should be printed in italics, the use of fonts that are easier to
read, for example, arial/calibri, to consider citations with the latest year. The sugges-
tions given have been used to revise the developed textbook product as it should be.
Based on the suggestions obtained from the validator, the textbook product was re-
vised as necessary to obtain a draft of the textbook product that was ready or suitable
for field testing in order to evaluate the textbook product that was developed.
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3.2 Discussion

The validity of contextual textbooks based on local wisdom was analyzed by refer-
ring to four main aspects, including the appropriateness of the content, the appropri-
ateness of the presentation, the appropriateness of the language, and the appropriate-
ness of the chosen approach. Based on the validity level testing carried out, the devel-
oped textbook products met the valid criteria with good criteria. The findings of this
study are in line with the findings of research [8] which revealed that the assessment
of content and design experts on textbook products with a contextual approach was
appropriate and met good criteria. Contextualization of learning through the integra-
tion of local wisdom is an important strategy in linking teaching materials to the so-
cial and cultural environment of students. Culture is an integral part of the language
teaching and learning process and is an influential factor in the success of language
learning [29]. The use of authentic cultural elements presented in the form of images
in learning activities motivates students to be more actively involved in writing de-
scriptive essays in learning activities. Images refer to pictures, paintings, and photog-
raphy can be very useful media when used to teach descriptive texts because they can
foster students' imagination [30].

The validity of textbooks not only functions as a benchmark for the feasibility of
the content, presentation, language and approach used, but also plays an important
role in determining the effectiveness of their use in learning that will be applied later.
It is important for educators to develop and select textbooks that meet validity criteria
to support an effective learning process [31], [32]. From research [33] revealed that in
integrated learning of the webbed type based on local culture that meets the validity
criteria has been carried out is felt easy by the students who follow it, this is because
it is supported by the teacher's teaching method so that students feel very interested in
learning. The results of the analysis of the validity of textbooks in this study strength-
en the findings of previous studies which show that teaching materials that are in
accordance with students' cultural environment can increase engagement and motiva-
tion to learn. A local wisdom-based approach offers great potential to create teaching
materials that are more relevant and meaningful for students, especially in efforts to
increase engagement and motivation to learn [16], [34].

Writing creativity is an important skill that needs to be developed in students, es-
pecially in writing descriptive essays that require exploration of imagination, observa-
tion, and structured arrangement of ideas. Learning in creative writing provides an
understanding of the use of the right brain [35]. The contextual textbook based on
local wisdom developed in this study is designed not only to convey material informa-
tively, but also to stimulate students' creativity in writing descriptive essays. The
learning process involving local wisdom provides space for students to relate their
personal and cultural experiences to writing assignments, so that they are more moti-
vated to produce original and creative work. Improving students' writing creativity
requires the involvement of the use of thinking skills [36]. The application of this
approach can be extended to higher levels of education, to ensure that the learning
process remains connected to local values that support the development of critical and
creative thinking skills. Thus, this study makes an important contribution to efforts to
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improve the quality of learning through the development of contextual and valid
teaching materials.

4 CONCLUSION

This study successfully developed a valid local wisdom-based contextual textbook
in teaching students' creativity in writing descriptive essays. The validation results
showed that this textbook has a high level of validity in terms of Content feasibility of
84.47%, Presentation feasibility of 88.33%, Language feasibility of 88.00%, and fea-
sibility of the selected Approach of 87.68%. And overall, the average value percent-
age was 86.25%. Based on the validation results, it was concluded that the developed
textbook product was in good criteria and could be used in field trials. Thus, the de-
velopment of local wisdom-based textbooks offers an alternative learning that is not
only culturally relevant but also valid in improving students' descriptive essay writing
skills. The implications of this study indicate that the use of a contextual approach by
utilizing local wisdom can be applied more widely in various disciplines to improve
learning outcomes that are more meaningful and connected to students' real lives.
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