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Abstract. This study aims to identify and analyze the representation of female
sexuality in the context of romantic relationships through posts by the
@18FESSS account on the X platform. This study employs a descriptive quan-
titative approach and Krippendorff's content analysis method to analyze 29 pur-
posively selected tweets relevant to the topic, which are then coded into 10
thematic categories. The results of the analysis show two dominant categories,
namely positive categories towards sexuality and personal sexual experiences,
which represent female sexuality that is more open, reflective, and autonomous.
This study found a shift in social norms that are more accepting of female sexu-
al freedom. The inter-coder reliability test using Krippendorff's Alpha produced
a value of 0.713, indicating acceptable reliability for exploratory research. The
results of this study show that the @18FESSS menfess account, which acts as
an anonymous digital space, has important potential as a medium for expressing
female sexuality that often is out of place in public discourse. This study rec-
ommends expanding the amount of data and research time, adopting a qualita-
tive approach, and incorporating interviews or surveys to strengthen the find-
ings and explore the dynamics of narratives that emerge in the digital space.
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1 Introduction

1.1  Background

In this ever-developing digital era, social media provides a space for individuals to
communicate and exchange information. Advances in today's communication tech-
nology indirectly encourage people to form long-distance bonds or interactions and
obtain data easily [1]. Social media is used not only as a medium for communication
and information seeking but also as a means to express oneself, build self-image, and
as a means to complain [2]. One of the primary communication media used to connect
individuals via the internet is social media, including platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube. The number of active social media users in Indone-
sia continues to increase annually, indicating that Indonesians' awareness of social
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media is also growing [3]. According to the We Are Social and Meltwater report from
April 2024, Indonesia ranks fourth globally in terms of the largest number of Twitter
users (currently known as X), with 24.85 million users.

The development of new media today can significantly alter the way humans
communicate, including the use of anonymous communication [4]. According to
Goddyn, the definition of anonymous is divided into three, namely: Lexical, Syno-
nyms, and Negative Definitions. Anonymous behavior can help individuals gain more
liberty, be more honest, and feel less worried about expressing themselves [5]. One of
the means that can be used to convey opinions and express user feelings on Twitter
anonymously is the Menfess account (short for 'mention confess,' which can be called
a confession) [6]. A Menfess account works by receiving messages sent directly (via
direct message), which are then posted to the timeline of the Menfess account so that
other users cannot determine the real identity of the sender [4].

Through this Menfess account, women can express their sexuality within their ro-
mantic relationships anonymously and without fear of social sanctions. However, this
anonymous space is not entirely free from patriarchal ideology, which remains pre-
sent in the form of representation, responses, and the framing of women's sexual nar-
ratives themselves. According to Foucault, sexuality refers to anything related to the
body and soul, including sex, which includes sexuality, namely pleasure, sensation,
and thoughts. Sexuality is basic for humans, but unfortunately, society represses
women's sexuality and considers it taboo, so women are not given the opportunity,
and women's sexuality is ignored or even considered non-existent [7]. Women's sexu-
ality is often used as a symbol of women's savagery; women's bodies are often dis-
played as sexual objects by men as a visual pleasure [8]. Elements of women's sexual-
ity are communicated through their faces and body shapes [9]. Women are often
viewed as a group whose access is limited in various ways, including freedom of
speech, and are restricted in expressing their feelings [10]. This limitation is due to
the ideology of patriarchal culture, where women are not free to speak out in public
spaces. This patriarchal culture shows that men are seen as having more power and
control over women, and this is shown through the use of words or sexual behavior to
dominate public spaces and assert their control over women [11]. According to Palu-
lungan, patriarchal culture and ideology are embedded in society due to legitimization
from various aspects of life, including religion, belief systems, and state governance
[12]. This culture gives rise to issues and discrimination against women. Social media
platforms also serve as forums for sexists to carry out discriminatory actions online,
and the language used on these platforms absorbs patriarchal ideology, compelling
women to continuously conform to the male-dominated system [13]. Therefore, it can
be concluded that this patriarchal culture places men above women [14].

This study is grounded in several previous works that are relevant to the issues of
female sexuality, romantic relationships, and digital spaces. The review of prior re-
search was conducted to identify the positioning and contribution of this study within
the context of existing scholarship.

A study by Widyanuratikah (2023) titled “Batasan dalam Anonimitas” examined
the dynamics of interaction on Menfess Twitter accounts using a netnographic ap-
proach. She highlighted how written rules and user perceptions influence anonymous
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communication. This study revealed the existence of limitations within anonymous
digital interactions.

Another study by Hariyani and Azzahra (2024), titled “Perang Narasi Gender di
X”, employed a qualitative approach and digital discourse analysis to explore public
discussions surrounding the concepts of feminine energy and dominant energy in
choosing partners. The findings show that platform X serves as a space for open de-
bate on gender stereotypes and identity formation. The study emphasized gender ste-
reotypes discourse in a general context.

Meanwhile, Putri Setia Ningsih (2022), through her research titled “Wacana
Otonomi Seksualitas Perempuan: Sisilism Menolak Standar Ganda”, used critical
discourse analysis to examine video content on the Sisilism YouTube channel. Her
focus was on women's resistance to sexual double standards through a postfeminist
approach.

In the menfess account, discussions of sexuality occur anonymously and create
new dynamics in understanding how female sexuality is represented in digital space.
Unfortunately, this free digital space is not free from bias and stigma that is detri-
mental to women. This study was conducted to systematically observe how female
sexuality is represented in anonymous digital space, especially on the menfess ac-
count on X (Twitter). Through a descriptive quantitative approach using Krippendorff
content analysis, this study aims to identify dominant categories in the representation
of female sexuality and measure the tendency of sentiment and the level of gender
awareness reflected in the content of tweets.

1.2 Theoretical basis

This research employs an interdisciplinary approach that combines theories of Sexual-
ity, Uses and Gratifications, and Characteristics of Netizens. Michel Foucault is a
postmodernist intellectual in the field of philosophy who has published several books
on themes such as sexual deviance and minority groups. He defines four domains of
discourse that are considered dangerous: politics (power), sexuality (desire), madness,
and, in general, what is considered right or wrong [15]. In the early 17th century,
sexual activities were still highly open, with sexually explicit language spoken with-
out hesitation or concealment—even things considered forbidden were treated as
permissible. However, with the rise of the Victorian bourgeoisie, sexuality became
something that had to be hidden and was even regarded as nonexistent. Sexuality was
not only considered absent but was also prohibited from being expressed in actions or
speech. At this stage, sex came to be seen as taboo. Foucault argues that discourse
about sex has continued to grow, and although such discourse is taboo, it fundamen-
tally reinforces and institutionalizes all forms of sexual deviance. Sex is no longer
merely a matter of feeling or pleasure, nor solely about laws or prohibitions; it has
become a matter of truth and falsehood. The truth about sex must be treated as essen-
tial—either useful or dangerous, valuable or feared—thus making sex a site of truth-
production [16].

The study of discourse in the Foucaultian tradition places a strong focus on depict-
ing the relativity of language use by reconstructing specific linguistic patterns of dis-
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course that are relevant for a particular era, for important events or topics that concern
society as a whole such as migration, bioethics, economic crisis, or terrorism [17].
Foucault's theory of sexuality provides a framework for understanding how women's
sexuality is shaped by relations of power and knowledge and how digital space be-
comes a field of interaction between social control and resistance to sexual norms.

The Uses and Gratifications theory originates from the views of Katz, Blumler, and
Gurevitch, who explored the reasons why audiences choose the medium through
which they will convey a message [18]. This theory is used to understand why users
choose and use certain media. The Uses and Gratifications theory states that users
seck media to fulfill their needs and desires [19]. According to the Uses and Gratifica-
tions theory, it can be assumed that users are active in choosing media, which is se-
lected based on specific goals or motives. Users understand their own needs, and me-
dia assessments are made based on how well the media meets these needs.

According to Michael Hauben, netizens are communities that actively disseminate
information voluntarily, comment, respond, and play an active role in discourse for-
mation. Hauben also explains the role of netizens in actively shaping their online
world and distinguishing it from the real world, where their voices are often at odds
with those in the real world [20].

The concept of anonymity has become one of the key patterns of interaction in dig-
ital spaces. Judith Donath (1996) states that in the digital realm, identity is no longer
tied to the physical body as it is in the offline world. A person can create multiple
digital personas, allowing for the exploration of new self-identities or for the purpose
of disguise. On one hand, anonymity offers freedom of expression, especially for
marginalized groups or those experiencing social repression (such as women in ex-
pressing their sexuality). On the other hand, anonymity can also reduce the level of
trust in one’s identity, facilitate the spread of misinformation, trolling, or even sym-
bolic violence. Names on accounts or gender indicators on anonymous platforms
serve only as conventional signals that can be easily manipulated, making the credi-
bility of online expression highly dependent on the context and continuity of the vir-
tual persona [21].

According to boyd (2007), digital spaces such as social media are a form of medi-
ated publics—public spaces that are persistent, replicable, and attended by audiences
who are not always visible. In this study, digital expression refers to actions carried
out by individuals through digital platforms to construct, convey, and negotiate their
identities, emotions, and opinions. In the context of social media platforms with
anonymous features, such as Menfess accounts, digital expression becomes an im-
portant avenue for women to negotiate their sexual identities, romantic relationships,
and resistance to dominant norms [22].

1.3 Problem Formulation

The phenomenon of female sexuality on social media, especially on the menfess ac-
count on platform X, shows that women express their sexual identity and experiences
more freely and openly. However, sometimes, the expressions shown do not get a
positive response, and they often face stereotypes in Indonesia. Hence, based on this

925 This is an openaccess article under CC-BY-SA license



Journal of Science and Education (JSE)

Vol 6, Issue 1, September 2025, Pages 922-932
ISSN: 2745-5351 (Media Online)

DOI: https://doi.org/10.58905/jse.v6i1.557

background, the researcher formulated the main problem, namely how female sexuali-
ty is represented on the @18FESSS account on the X platform and what the main
categories emerge about female sexuality in the context of romantic relationships in
the account's posts by using Krippendorff's content analysis method and a descriptive
quantitative approach.

1.4  Problem-Solving Plan

To answer the previously explained problem formulation, the researchers will collect
data through documentation and scraping tweets from the @18FESSS account on
platform X using keywords related to female sexuality, such as "sex," "masturbation,"
"climax," "hs," The collected tweets will be coded into specific categories, after
which the data will be analyzed using the Krippendorff content analysis method and a
descriptive quantitative approach.

1.5  Research Objectives

This study aims to investigate how women represent their sexuality through posts on
the @18FESSS account on the X platform. Additionally, it seeks to categorize these
posts and identify the dominant categories in the menfess account by using Krippen-
dorff's content analysis method and a descriptive quantitative approach.

2 Method

This study uses a descriptive quantitative approach with a content analysis method to
examine the representation of female sexuality in romantic relationships on the men-
fess @18FESSS account on platform X (Twitter). The authors employed the content
analysis method to systematically and objectively analyze the content of messages in
qualitative text data.

The sources and data collection techniques in this study were obtained from tweets
from the menfess @18FESSS account on the X platform, which contained narratives
about romantic relationships. Data were collected using a purposive sampling method
with the following criteria:

1. Sent to the menfess @18FESSS account
2. Contains content about romantic relationships from a female perspective

The total data analyzed consisted of 29 tweets posted between 1 and 28 February
2025. Tweets were collected manually from the @18FESSS account on the X (Twit-
ter) platform, and only tweets containing discourse on sexuality relevant to the re-
search objectives were selected. All data were curated in the form of screenshots and
entered into a data curation table for further analysis using a descriptive quantitative
approach with Krippendorff’s Alpha formula.

The unit of analysis in this study was text in the form of tweets. Each tweet was
coded based on ten categories that both coders had previously determined, and cate-
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gorization was carried out independently. The following are the categories that have
been obtained

Table 1. Category Code Table

Code

Category Name

Coding Instructions

001
002

003

004

005

006

007

008

009

010

Sexual Expression

Norms and Stigma

Objectification and
Harassment

Sexual Cyberbullying
Consent/Power Rela-
tions

Personal Sexual Expe-
riences

Positive toward Sexu-
ality

Negative toward Sexu-
ality

Stereotypes of Women

Sexual Freedom

Code if the tweet shows sexual acts in its appeal

Code if there is a moral judgment on sexuality or vir-
ginity

Code if the tweet judges women based on their bod-
ies/sexuality without personal context

Code if the tweet discusses online insults or attacks
on women's sexuality

Code if there is an imbalance of power or issues of
consent and coercion in sexual relationships

Code if the tweet contains personal sexual experienc-
es

Code if the tweet voices education or affirmation on
women's sexuality

Code if the tweet contains stigma, judgment, or con-
demnation of sexuality

Code if the tweet generalizes women with a certain
label

Code if the tweet contains advocacy or positive ex-
pressions about sexual freedom

To ensure consistency in the coding process, researchers conducted a reliability test
using Krippendorff's Alpha formula. Of the total 29 tweets coded by both coders,
there were 22 similarities and seven differences in the coding results. The Krippen-
dorff's Alpha value was calculated using the formula:

a=1-—

Explanation:
o = the value of Krippendorff's Alpha
Do = Observed Disagreement
De = Expected Disagreement

D observed disagreement
a

De expected disagreement

The Observed Disagreement value is used to determine the number of disagree-
ments between coders based on the coder's assessment of the same unit of analysis.
Do is calculated using the formula:

k
D, = i Z Z Opj * Opj * 52(’”'&: vj)

e=1 4#j
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Explanation:

n = total unit being coded

Oci, Ocj = the sum of the assessment of categories i and j in unit ¢
82(vi,vj) = distance function or difference between categories vi and vj
2=1ifi£jand62=0ifi=]

k = analysis total unit

The Expected Disagreement value is calculated to determine the level of disagreement
expected if the coders do not show consistency. De is calculated using the formula:
1 2

Pe= a2 ™ )
Explanation:
ni, nj = overall frequency of categories i and j in all units
82(vi,vj) = distance function or difference between categories vi and vj
n (n—1) = normalization of the total number of assessment pairs

By using the formula calculation above, the value obtained is:

"Dy = 55 = 0,241~
“. — 0,840~

Obtained the result of

0,241
0.840

a —1— =~ 1 — 0,287 — 0,713

The a value of 0.713 shows that the coding process in this study has an acceptable
level of reliability. According to Krippendorff (2004) [23], an o value > 0.67 is suffi-
cient for use in exploratory or initial research.

3 Result and Discussion

3.1 Result

The results of the study found that from a total of 29 tweets that had been analyzed,
two categories were most often found, namely positive categories towards sexuality
and personal sexual experiences. Based on the results obtained from the coding pro-
cess, as many as 17 codes (29.31%) showed positive representations of sexuality. As
many as 12 codes (20.69%) showed narratives about personal sexual experiences,
both positive and negative, and as many as 29 codes (50.00%) fell into other catego-
ries. This category showcases the freedom of expression in depicting feelings and
sexual experiences within the context of romantic relationships.
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Table 2. Reliability Test between coder

Unit Coder 1 Coder2 Agreement
posting 001 007 007 0
posting 002 005 005 0
posting 003 010 010 0
posting 004 006 006 0
posting 005 007 006 1
posting 006 007 007 0
posting 007 003 007 1
posting 008 003 003 0
posting 009 001 006 1
posting 010 001 002 1
posting 011 007 007 0
posting 012 007 007 0
posting 013 001 001 0
posting 014 003 003 0
posting 015 001 010 1
posting 016 002 002 0
posting 017 006 006 0
posting 018 007 007 0
posting 019 007 001 1
posting 020 001 003 1
posting 021 006 006 0
posting 022 008 008 0
posting 023 005 005 0
posting 024 004 004 0
posting 025 007 007 0
posting 026 006 006 0
posting 027 007 007 0
posting 028 006 006 0
posting 029 003 003 0

Some tweets include positive sexuality, describing feelings of confidence and sex-
ual freedom in romantic relationships. For example, a tweet states: “18! I’m a sexual-
ly active woman, do I need to get tested such as HIV test/pap smears? I’ve only had
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sex with my boyfriend for years. Please share ur thoughts”. This tweet shows how
digital spaces such as the @18FESSS account provide opportunities and freedom for
women to express their sexuality without being limited by existing norms.

In the category of personal sexual experiences, this tweet is categorized as being
related to narratives of sexual experiences that occur in romantic relationships. Some
tweets contain more intimate and personal elements; one tweet states: "I just finished
having sex with my husband for 2 months, so we just had sex again yesterday. We
have had sex 3 times after that, but strangely enough, when we had sex the last time,
why didn't he ejaculate? Even though he really enjoyed it. In the end, we just stopped
the penetration. Then he looked a bit off the mood. Was that normal, or do we need to
consult a doctor? 8 ". This tweet illustrates how women can overcome the stig-
ma against women and shows that women also have their own sexual experi-
€nces.

3.2  Discussion

This study shows that although digital space is still overshadowed by norms about
sexuality, social media today, especially the @18FESSS account on platform X, has
become a place that can be used to express women's sexuality freely and more openly.
Mettang and Sampe (2024) [11] stated that women are dominated in public spaces,
and men have control over women, as indicated by the existence of a patriarchal cul-
ture. Still, through this platform, women can reclaim their freedom to express their
sexuality in digital spaces. The positive category towards sexuality that emerged in
this study shows a shift in social norms that are more accepting of freedom in show-
ing sexual identity without shame or fear. In addition, the category of personal sexual
experiences also shows that women feel more unrestrained to share their sexual expe-
riences on the anonymous menfess account because tweets are sent anonymously, so
women will not feel judged.

Although some tweets show positive things in terms of sexuality, some tweets
show negative things, such as experiences of sexual violence or unequal power rela-
tions. This shows that even though women have the freedom to express their sexuali-
ty, negative sexual issues are still part of romantic relationships that need to be con-
sidered.

Thus, this study shows that digital spaces such as the menfess account @18FESSS
on platform X can be learning spaces and places to share experiences about female
sexuality, which includes autonomy, equality, and self-acceptance in romantic rela-
tionships.

4 Conclusion and Suggestion

4.1 Conclusion

This study aims to identify and analyze the representation of female sexuality in the
context of romantic relationships in the posts of the @18FESSS account on the X
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platform. Based on the results of the content analysis of 29 tweets, it was found that
the most dominant category was the positive category towards sexuality and personal
sexual experiences. This shows that digital space or social media, especially the
@18FESSS menfess account, can be an important medium for women to express their
sexuality more openly, reflectively, and autonomously.

In this case, social media provides an opportunity for women to voice their sexual
experiences, which were previously considered taboo. These experiences can include
sexual freedom, self-acceptance, power relations, or sexual trauma experienced. Thus,
female sexuality in the context of romantic relationships is not seen as passive but is
considered an active experience defined by the women.

The results of the inter-coder reliability test, calculated using Krippendorff's Alpha,
showed a value of 0.713. The results show that the coding process in this study has an
acceptable level of consistency for exploratory research.

4.2  Suggestion

This study contributes to understanding how women's sexuality is represented in the
digital space on anonymous menfess accounts. In the future, the researcher suggests
that further research can be expanded with a larger amount of data and a longer time
span, using qualitative approaches such as critical discourse analysis and conducting
interviews or surveys so that further research can capture broader dynamics and gain a
narrative perspective from individual experiences.
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